

















to teach with success. Next, I hope to do
something for John Joseph whenever you

can spare her. Please let me know, that I

might put her some place to learn music and
singing more properly.

I hope you are well, and all your children.
Let me know how you are getting along at
Easton and Liberty. If ever you want my
help, do not delay to ask me.

Sister Presentation cbmpleted her education for
a teaching certificate in time for her to re-open the
Nodaway school in September, 1876. She left the
community later that school year; 'Sister Francis
completed the school term. In response to Bishop
Hogan’s letter asking about Sister Presentation,
Father W. Tormey, Forest City pastor, wrote that
the Nodaway Island people had a good opinion of her
and she ‘‘left the Island free of any suspicion that
would reflect discredit or dishonor.”” One of the
Island people took her by wagon to St. Joseph, where
she was living with the McNamara family on Sixth
Street. A Nodaway Island pupil wrote to Mother
Mary on June 20, 1877, that she had seen Sister
Presentation in secular clothes at Mass at the St.
Joseph, Missouri, cathedral the previous Sunday.

Sister Presentation’s leave-taking may have
been a factor in the decision of the Sisters that spring
tolook for a less isolated place. Sister Francis later
said the Nodaway school was ‘‘nice,”’ but ‘‘very
lonely.”’

Some time between October, 1874, and May, 1875,
the Sisters of Humility in Missouri decided to change
their habit. Because of its bright blue color they
were referred to as the ‘‘Blue Nuns.”” The color
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change took place because they preferred to be less
conspicuous and were unable to match the color of
the blue flannel in the frontier stores of Missouri.
They replaced the fluted cap with a white cotton
muslin underbonnet plus a head band, which they
called a bandeau. They added a bib-like front collar,
called a guimpe. A description of the original cap
written by a Sister at Villa Maria, New Bedford, af-
ter 1895, when the Pennsylvania Humilities adopted
a head covering similar to the 1874 Missouri model,
points out problems connected with caring for the
cap which had evolved from its simple and unstar-
ched original: ‘‘The cap worn by the Sisters had a
ruffle or frill which had to be ironed - fluted - by a
pair of tongs with finger-holds similar to a pair of
scissors. The ironer was obliged to sit in front of the
kitchen stove, on account of its open bars; the tongs
were heated, then wiped clean; one tong was laid on
the muslin; and the fingers shaped the muslin over
the other tong. The muslin was held so that the flutes
radiated from the center of the cap to keep the angles
of the circle ~correct. There has been some
amusement while writing this; surely you all know
just how to flute a cap ruffle now. The trouble was to
find people as smart as you readers are. Very few
could ‘successfully iron one cap in two hours. It
became such an art that it was a perplexing question
how to supply cap-ironers for each mission.”’

The large quimpe was rectangular in shape, with
a rounded lower side. At first the white head piece
and guimpe were unstarched; later they were star-
ched so much that almost as much time was required
for washing and ironing them as for the fluted cap
they replaced.

134

R | [ (| =R






























































































	Blank Page



